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18 AlrxA.l uru Mrs,rr Gritt;rri

The European Community was actively involved in the

development of this phenomenon from its inception. By

the 1970s, it had already begun to engage more consciously
and coherently with other regional entities and regions.
This engagement took various forms, such as the European
Community - Arab Dialogue (1974), cooperation in the
Mediterranean region (L977), and the Lom6 Convention
signed with the African, Caribbean, and Pacific States

(I975). These early forms of interregionalism represented

an initial mode of contact between regions on an ad hoc

and individual basis.

One of the regions where Brussels has demonstrated
significant interest is Latin America. The European Union's

support and attention to Latin America have been spurred
by the changing dynamics in the international system and

the heightened interest of the United States in the region. By

endorsing the process of regional integration, particularly in
the case of Mercosur, the Union aimed to bolster its economic

and political influence in the region. Additionally, it sought

to provide increased security for European exporters and

investors who were highly engaged in Latin America, drawn
by the economic resurgence and privatization initiatives.
The European Union's support for this integration process

has also been driven by Brussels' objective of providing the
region with a viable alternative to US policy. This became

particularly salient after the Washington administration
proposed the conclusion of the agreement on the Free Trade

Area of the Americas6.

In her study on interregionalism, )ulie Gilson elucidated
and substantiated that interregionalism serves as a mechanism
to justify and enhance the legitimacy and influence of a region

as a participant in the international system. This is driven
by a desire to foster a distinct regional and interregional
6 Free Trade Area of the Americas

dynamicT. This hr

"i il;;; ;; ;:',fli:T"::,1#:II ii,il;::,,
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promotes and legitimizes trade liberalization, dereguiation,
and privatizationl2. Moreover, relations between regions
benefit markets and ensure ,,multilateral social and economic
development"r3. From this perspective, it can be conclufled
that interregionalism is a functional instrument of EU
foreign policyta.

In addition, the EU utilizes interregionalism as a tool
for stability and to promote development strategies. For
example, counter-terrorism and anti-illegal trade initiatives
are increasingly being led and implemented by groups of
states for greater effectivenessrs"

The concept of interregionalism pertains to a relatively
new fleld of study. After a long history of collaborative
relationships between groups and organizations within the
same region, similar networks and constructs can now be

initiated, developed, and carried out between groups and
organizations in different regions. Interregionalism identifies
the process by which regions establish relations with each

other, illustrating an ideologized vision of their foreign policy.
Heiner Hanggi offers two rationales for the emergence

of interregionalism. The first rationale is that there needs

to be a balance between development models and levels

of development among regions, leading to a tendency to
export or adopt models, tools, and ideas that have proven
successful.'And the second rationale relates to the need
to manage the increasingly complex interdependence of

: ScbasLian Sallandcr, "'Ihc Duropcan ParLuership with Mercosur: a l].ela

tionslrrp Based on Strategic and Neo liberal Principles", lournal o,[European

I t ilcgrat i on, No. 27, 2005, p. 292.
L ' Irrcclerik Si)dcrbaurl. Irat"rik Stalgren ancl Luk van Langcnhovc, " 'ihe li U
as a (]lobal Actor and the D1.nn6i6. of Intcr rcgioual.ism: a Comparative
Analysis'l lourrLal of Europeatr lnlegraLion, No 27(3), 2005, p. 371
l1 irrlie Cilson, Intcr-regionalisrrr, Paper'prescnted at the ECPR Stancling

Gloup on International Relations, Univelsiiy ofTurin, Italy, 2007, p. 1 1.
!' ldcrn, p.72

a world dominatecl by the phenomenon of q(liberal-institutional p..rp".iiu.j,;-'-"'
Interregionalism emerged in response to a ne(to advance and institutionalize ..lo,lon. U.r,r_regional groups and organizations at the interna

Hanggi explains the phenom""o, of ir.,i.rregior
the perspective of thiee pr.uaig_r.

In relation to interregiorr-"hr*, realism r _dynanrics of regional rivaliies 
"rd ;;;;; strusgl

differen t regi ona I actors. Liberal_ instjtrtl" *iir,,:'the necessity of cooperation to maintain thcpower and prudent management of state interirelations at the international level. Constru;
the other hand, pertains to identity fo._uriu.
interregional interactions. r 7

The concept ofinterregionahsm has beconre ::-common in the 21st century, but its origins c.t::back ro the end of the cotj wor. il;"; rhis i:and. more authors began to write ancl take an rr:t;:
lllj1, nqrti.uJar-ly in rhe conrexL of growing _between international
countries urrd ,"gionrlrganizations 

and grottps ac: -

Tod,ay, most regions and sub_regions of th.engaged in institutional relationsnipr'wrtt srmri::Over tirne, as regions have becom. tr.i .. a.1"..g.o:p: have developed a greater.rpr.itffo. collec.
ir-r their external affairs. Corl.rrr.ntly, i,.,n...g,o.
:l"l*d as a straregy. The European ijnro,l',.,r. ...
:J:::.T::I 

of inrerregionatism and has drsrnrsu:.
Lnrough the use of pure interregionalism. Addr:r

Europeon Union - l,qlin Antericct

Ll 
/isrn: empirical and tlteoreti;,;
tiorral Policy, Los Altgclc.. _,
p"4
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has given rise to complex interregionalismls, a new concept
specific to EU policy for certain regions.

From a review ofthe literature, it is evident that interre-
gionalism takes various forms, reflecting both the interaction
between regional institutions and the emergence of a more
formal and coherent strategy, Since the 1990s, there has been

a steady increase in interregional relations, leading to a grow-

ing interest in this phenomenon. This has prompted Vinod
Aggarwall and Edward Fogarty to conclude that "understand-

ing the driving forces behind interregionalism is likely to
become a crucial theoretical and policy concern"le"

Heiner Hanggiargues that interregionalism appears to have

become a lasting feature of the international system2o. Thus, a

wide array of forms and types of interregionalism will continue
to coexist. "Interregionalism involves formal agreements
between groups of states in different regions. It is the result of
giobalization and regionalization, economic phenomena that
reduce the control of regional states over policies. However,
organizations established through institutional arrangements

enable this control to be maintained'.2t
In his paper lnterregionalism and International

Relations22, Heiner Hanggi makes a clear distinction

's Alan llnldrcrc alrd Michacl Srnith, "Thc EU ar-rd lhc Diplomacy oI
Complex In terregi onali s nt", Th c Hagtrc I our nal oJ' D i plomacy, No 4, 2009,

pp.172-173t

'' Vinocl Aggarwal and l,clwarcl Fogart,v, "Thc Lil-ril,s ollntcrrcgionalisrn:
tl-re EU ancl North Ar,erici', lournal o.l'Europetn Integration, Vol. 27, No
3, 2005, p. 3.34
rt' Heiner llanggi, Interregionalistn: enrpirical and theoretical perspecLitcs"

Thc Pacilic Council on lnLemalional Policy, l.os Angclcs. 20t)0. p. 12
r j Rita Giacalorte, Los nuevos acuerdos dc inlegrttciotr sudamcricana: impli-
cnciones para la estrategia del inter-regionalismo eu'opeo, in Joaquin Roy,

Dcspttcs de Santiago: hrtegracion Regionol. y Relationcs Union Europea-

Anrcrica Latiln,Mianti: European Union Ceniet', 2013, p. 158
:2 Heiner H:inggi, lnterregionalism: Interregiorralism as a mtiltifaceted
phenomenon: in scarclr o_f a typobgy, in Hdnggi Hcincr. RololT llalf and

-
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between three types of relations that can dei.rdillerent regions:

A. Transregionalism, whjch refers to the :developed between state and/or regional acto,parts of the world. They have , lori. ,lurnb.,
citizens and pursue strategic objectives rather .

goals that can be achtevei *;nir, 
" 
i.nn.f

B. Hybrid interregionalism, whichreters 
:berween regional [.orp, f" ifrfa..* par.rs rwith the main

parties,, u .,,',o#ffi,:;lT,jl"l;j jll,:
colllmon.

C.. pure/deep interregionalisrz, whjch ill.--,relations between two customs unions in .it..of the world. This m
and successful as it
comrron actions a
formation and con
relationship betwee
with the Community of Andean Nations aMercosur serve as examples of .1;.; lrr....n,
As time passes,

ciefined, and regional t
has thus evolved into a e l-r; 

=

different forms, illustrati atisi-

institutions and potentia \rc.
strategic approach. Thjs js rvhy we hru. U,r.rri.j,-
I'*.t,llll1eg onat relationr, ,"ri,iri,".r, ._-urgen 
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